Application No. 10/527,022 

Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A-ffaee^footweariter a oomprising:4 ^a^mg 

a sole wiiose outer face is intended to come into contact with the ground and 

whose inner face is intended to come into contact with the foot of a wearer.-sai d wherein the 
sole comprisin g comprises a dynamic su pport element which e xt e nding longitudinally with 
r e sp e ct to a longitudinal axis (L) of th e sol e , on e ith e r sid e of said axis, charact e riz e d in that 
th e dynamic s upport e l e m e nt i s position e d in th e sol e such that it li e s longitudinally b e n e ath a 
zon e corr e sponding to th e arch of th e foot, and comprises at least two elastically deformable 
components or parts located in the front and corr es ponding r e sepotiv e lv to two lat e ral points 
of b e aring on th e ground, which or e locat e d _ on either side of the longitudinal axis-{I^ of said 
sole. th e s he e for storing and releasing energy when the front part of the sole said sol e is 
subjected to lateral stress by , and arrang e d so a s to produce an antagonist dynamic interaction 
between said two the deformable components wh e n said sol e is subj e ct e d to str e ss . 

2. (Currently Amended) The-sbe e footwear item as claimed in claim 1, 
oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the dynamic support element comprising a spring plate is 
positioned in the sole such as to lie at least partially beneath a zone corresponding to the arch 
of the foot, and at least a part of the front part of the foot. 

3. (Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 2, 
oharaot e riz e d in that wherein the4we deformable components or parts are joined or arrang e d 
on the spring plate. 

4. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 
3 ,- 6haraet e riz e d - in that wherein the dynamic support element comprises at least one set of two 
deformable components or parts, arranged on either side of a metatarsus support zone. 
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5. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 

4, oharaot e riz e d in that wherein the spring plate-0) comprises at least four arms, defining an 
X shap e for e xampl e, each of the arms bearing on a pad constituting an elastically deformable 
component or part . 

6. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 

5. oharaot e riz e d in that wherein each pad is an attached compressible piece. 

7 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The^fae e footwear item as claimed in daim 5, 
diaroct e riz e dintha t wherein the spring plate has a central part extending transversely with 
respect to a longitudinal axis-^ of the sole, the arms extending obliquely toward the pads 
from said central part. 

8. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 
7, oharaot e riz e d in that wherein the central part has a transverse groove, located in said sole in 
the zone corresponding to the position of the metatarsus, thus allowing elastic deformation of 
the spring plate along an axis substantially normal to the longitudinal axis-(L). 

9. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 
5, oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the spring plate has thicker parts, at least locally. 

1 0. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 
9, charact e riz e d in that wherein the thicker parts are made of an elastic material and are 
locally thinned. 

1 1 . (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-^ie e footwear item as claimed in daim 5, 
oharaot e riz e d in that w herein the dynamic element is a spring plate with shape memory. 

12. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) Theshe efoofrvear itan as daimed in daim 5, 
oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the spring plate is fastened for example by adhesive bonding to 
the inner face of the outer layer. 
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13. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The^fae e footwear item as daimed in claim 5, 
oharaot e riz e d in that wherein the spring plate comprises at least one V-shaped piece. 

14. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The^w e footwear itan as daimed irHH daim 5, 
oharaot e riz e d in that wherein the spring plate comprises at least two V-shaped pieces 
assembled in opposition. 

15. (Currently Amended) A-^^ee^ footwear ite m oamprisin & oomprising: 

a sole whose outer face is intended to come into contact with the ground and 

whose inner face is intended to come into contact with the foot of a wearer, wherein the sole 
comprises a dynamic support element; agol ee pct e ndingin a longitudinal dir e ction (L), from a 
front e nd to a r e ar e nd, whos e out e r fac e is d e sign e d to com e into contact with th e ground and 
who se irm e r fao e is d e sign e d - to support th e foot dir e otly^- s aid s ol e eompri s ing 

an e l e m e nt for th e dynamic support of th e mov e m e nt of th e foot, oharaot e riz e d in that said 

wherein said dynamic support element4s being designed for a lateral 

movement of the foot in any direction-fF) transverse to the longitudinal direction-(fe), and is 
arranged at l e ast in the front part of the foot and extends in a direction perpendicular to-^_a 
plane of the sole, or its thiclcn e ss, between the outer face (including the latt e r) and the irmer 
face (including th e latter) of said sole, said dynamic support elemen t comprisin g comprising: 

at least two elastically deformable components or parts for th e located in the 

front and p grt of th e foot, arrang e d in th e front part of th e sol e r e sp e ctiv e ly on either side of 
the longitudinal dir e ction axis , and aligned in the transverse direction-fF), each support 
elastically deformable component being elastically deformable in a direction perpendicular to 
the plane of the-sele ; sole and in directions relative to a position short o f (compr e ssion) and 
beyond ( e xponsion) a nominal position or conformation under the effect of the weight of the 
body, via the foot, respectively when the foot bears laterally on either of the deformable 
components and when said bearing force ceases. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 15, 
char a ct e riz e d in that wherein the deformable components or parts are independent of one 
another. 

17. (Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 15, 
eharoctgizedinthat wherein the deformable components or parts are mechanically integral. 

18. (Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 15, 
oharaoteriz e d in that wherein the structure of the sole is a multi-component structure. 

19. (Withdrawn-Currently Amended) The-she e footwear item as claimed in claim 
1 5. oharaot e riz e d in tha t wherein the structure of the sole is a one-piece structure. 
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